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As ITU Secretary-General-elect, it is my pleasure to extend my greetings 

to you at the start of this year’s exciting TurkmenTEL event. 

Digital technologies are at the heart of Turkmenistan’s transformation 

into a modern industrialized nation. I applaud your commitment to 

digital empowerment and inclusion, through landmark initiatives like 

the Presidential Programme for Socio-economic Development for 2019-

2025, which includes the transition to a digital economy as one of its 

key strategic goals and priorities. 

The importance of the TurkmenTEL event is testament to the ongoing 

success of Turkmenistan’s digital transformation efforts.  

Progress across the CIS region as a whole is also impressive: average 

mobile cellular coverage now exceeds 98%; more than 94% of the 

population is covered by a mobile broadband signal, and mobile cellular 

subscriptions exceed 140 per 100 inhabitants in all nine countries. 

Mobile broadband has also seen strong uptake region-wide; over 80% 

of the CIS population is using the Internet; and our figures show that, 

on average across the region, more than 80% of households now enjoy 

home access. The youth of the CIS region are particularly enthusiastic 



users of digital platforms, with more than 90% of 15-to-24-year-olds 

online in 2020. 

This region is also notable for having closed its digital gender gap, 

ensuring women are empowered to take full advantage of all that the 

Internet has to offer. I believe the region will reap the rewards of this 

commitment to gender parity and digital inclusivity, as it increasingly 

looks to digital in its efforts to ‘build back better’ after the pandemic. 

My congratulations to the CIS region for these achievements, and to 

Turkmenistan for positioning TurkmenTEL as an unmissable regional 

event and an important platform for ongoing national digital 

development.  

As I prepare to take up the reins as ITU Secretary-General, I am excited 

about the many opportunities I see for closer collaboration between 

ITU, Turkmenistan, and the CIS region as a whole. 

I look forward to the opportunity to work together and accelerate 

progress towards the goal of a more sustainable and more inclusive 

digital future for Turkmenistan, the region, and the world. 

I wish you all a successful TurkmenTEL 2022! 


